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Forward 
 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” Colossians 3:16 

 
Is there a more effective translation of God’s word than into the “universal” language of music? 
Because of its multi-sided impact upon the senses, music has the power to enhance the learning 
process. 
 

The rhythm correlates with the fact that since our bodies function according to inner rhythms 
and cycles, every thing we do is related to rhythm. 

 
The melody is fastened upon the subconscious. Tunes pop into our thoughts—even our 
dreams—without conscious recall, the most indelible of which are learned during childhood 
when the mind is most impressionable. 
 
The beat has capacity to touch the emotion, to create a mood. 
 
The harmony adds body, strength and color. The very act of singing is therapeutic. The lungs 
expand and the increase in oxygen quickens the mental faculties. Education begins with an 
alert mind. 

 
The Memory Gems Series’ Sing ‘N Memorize has been created to inspire greater interest in 
memorizing teaching, and sharing the word of God.  
 
Hope E. LeBrun 
Loma Linda, Ca.  
 
 
 

 
 



  
To the Teacher— 
 
When the melody flows easily—almost to the point of anticipation—memorizing becomes an easy 
and enjoyable accomplishment.  These simple arrangements are composed to express the mood 
of the passage in a range of music limited to accommodate the average singer. The lyrics are 
unadulterated quotations of Scripture from a variety of translations and are selected for clarity of 
thought and poetic expression. (The King James Version is most poetic and therefore most 
adaptable to music.) Each verse is indicated by its number throughout the song for easy reference, 
and each melody is complete with or without the text reference notes which begin and end each 
song. To facilitate recall, the text reference notes imitate the first and final measures of the 
passage.  Repetition of the lyrics is minimal in order to reduce confusion in oral recitation. Each 
volume of the Memory Gems Series features all new music—no duplications from book to book 
with the exception of some expansions. 
 
The Memory Gems Series began as an experiment using music as a vehicle to memorize 
Scripture in a church-operated school in New England.  Student response was enthusiastic, 
memorizing accelerated, and the experiment became a remarkably successful 5-year pilot 
program—a period which produced a dozen half-hour recordings of memorized Scripture, some of 
which use narration to provide a program theme. Complete chapters were as readily memorized as 
single verses. It just took a little longer. One half-hour period per week was devoted to each class 
for this learning-by-music method.  
 
In addition to reinforced learning, the experience of sharing God’s word in school programs 
contributes to such assets as poise and self-confidence, proper articulation and delivery, discipline 
and team spirit, and hopefully—the desire for soul-winning.  
 
Listed below are some of the teaching techniques used during the pilot program which may be 
adapted for the home or church environment as well as the school classroom. Foster a spirit of 
“joyful reverence” without a “fun and games” approach to Scripture for God’s word is holy. 
 
1. Morning Worship time or morning Bible class period may fit best into the daily schedule if one 

period per week is dedicated to memorizing gems. Singing is also a great way to “wake up” and 
start the day—and fresh minds learn most readily. 
 

2. Know your material and be positive!  Enthusiasm is contagious and children respond to what 
teacher enjoys. 
 

3. Discuss the text at the outset.  Allow time for young minds to stretch for comprehension.  You 
will be surprised by the insight and understanding that surfaces during discussion of spiritual 
themes. 
 

4. Limit actual “memorizing” period following discussion to: 
 
     Kindergarten.…7 minutes 
     Grades 1-4……10 to 15 minutes 
     Grades 5-8……20 minutes 
 
 
 



  
5. In cases of non-musical teachers or for lack of a piano, the children will learn by singing with 

the recordings.  Second grade students—while waiting for their weekly “memorizing” class—
finished learning the Ten Commandments (to which they had had some previous exposure by 
rote) and went on to memorize the Books of the Bible recorded on the same recording. Teacher 
played each song only once each morning during Worship.  Other teachers have used the 
recordings for background reinforcement while the youngsters were doing “busy work”.  
Children love to hear themselves on the recordings which is the reason that it is a good idea to 
record the singing of your students. 
 

6. Methods:  
 
Kindergarten and Grade 1— Teacher sings a phrase, children echo, sing another phrase, 
then add to first, etc.  Divide into groups and sing portions to each other or do “chain” singing 
(leader points to each group—or uses given signal to indicate boys or girls—as each group 
takes its turn “joining in “ to keep the song going).  Call “helpers” to assist teacher as soon as 
they catch on and change helpers often.  Let children lead while Teacher joins the “audience”—
sometimes Teacher is the audience.  Allow time for review requests. 
 
Grades 2 thru 4— Locate verses of the song-text in the Bible and discuss. The blackboard 
device is popular with this age group. Erase 1 to 3 words of the text from the blackboard each 
time through the song. Text is usually memorized before all the words have been erased. 
“Chain singing” is also popular. 
 
Grades 5 thru 8— This group likes to sing directly from the Bible or songbook.  This age also 
enjoys gathering around the piano for “polishing” or review. They sing best in a group since this 
age is also shy of hearing themselves sing individually.  If they have been exposed to Scripture 
singing in the earlier grades, they dislike short verses and enjoy the challenge of long 
passages—which they learn with surprising ease. 
 

7. Take advantage of witnessing opportunities such as church and school programs to:  
 

a. reinforce learning, build self-confidence and poise, and instill desire for soul-winning. 
b. motivate proper articulation and delivery (a poor impression mars the message) and 

team spirit. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


